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. IS IR0 e CLA Non umobloa ol the Overhead
huto~f"vh;c deconnailgsance of Cuban
r:(vl”' b»D
1 ROTIRENTE, A, UBIS-D-41.14/205 dated 9 January 1967
Subject: Overihend Photographic Reconnaissance
of Cuba (Atitocament I)
5, UBIB-D-41,12/35 dated 31 Junuary 1967, Page 11
SSub o (Vi ‘::{;— ‘;._;Iu L ] h"“nb -C 123 INCILC J-v
Subjec Cuba~USilk Regu aen Att chment 115

NSC REVIEW c. | 25X1

COMPLETED. . Suhbjeet: Lgroouent between Sceretary of Deifcnsc
’ : cor of Central Intelligence on

y : 1n§issaﬁce Planning and Operatioas

NRO review(s) completed. (dttachment III

D, ZSxcerpts frowm M/R dated 14 February 1964
Subject: Swnecial CGroup (5412) Meeting at
1800 on 13 February (Attacament IV).
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3. CUSs
. Project IDIALIST U-2 detachments at Edwards Air
T Rores Zase hos maintaiancd the ¢ OmD;TLIy to perform covert
ovirnenl reconnaissance wmissions whenever and wherever
.ﬁ.'\«&. miI‘Cd .
5. This detochment has peen relatively inactive in
covaet overacad recoanaligsance Zor the U.S. Goverament
- Coslap the last two years. 25X 1
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ATERHS Lized o othe best o thele respeclive
R IR RIS , within the wespecetive basic character
' o cacli.  (Attachment IV)
cverhead reconnaissancs
o1lly nceded USAT
0 Scutheast Asia and
5" s world-wide quick .
:L"\.a‘.\. b_‘_.‘_'l 'ty
-of the E~W¢rus
rhcad reconnailssanco
wils +ify. the retention
O coming U-2ZR assetis
cand.al
4. RAOTLROUND: . The Uanited States requirewent for recon-
i gsomco BETOWST oviginated in late 1580, and since that vime
g welas and functions of tae various U.S. Government agencies
sowsowaing thils wission Lave undergone many changes. riginalily,
e rocuirenent was satisficd Dy the Agency's IDBALIST U-Z2
ceznchnent ot Idwards Lir Force Zase, Califormia. Tals orga niza-
iam CLow its first reconnaissance sortie against Cuba or
27 Cetoner 1980, aand continuved in +his role as the Cubar pr%mary
UACtOJ*LDAiC inteliigence collector until ear.y October 193z
Trienm who Russian/Cuban missile build-up was discoverad on that
insrand. A oo rosult of this discovery, sclected couponents of
o TLa. Limod TForces went on 4o wartine clort status to be
connblo I3y eveylr countoring action that might oTe!
:oc;;:gd. HUuow““n.;c roconnaissance of Cuba thon docawme an
OvVoLt GLL youactical requircenent TO provide upfto—dato s“r;{e
Lo . - C pony -
T 08 Hay 5;0’- LS. wmilitary action 1 regulirod. in view Ox
aiE CVGDE warting olert situation the v bul recconnaissance
s e sranslerred from the Agoncy to tao T.S. Air Force on
L2 Setoner L9ia. ' o
“. in sddition t s transfer of the Cuban reconniis-
cmnos o the Air Torce, The Lzency nald to loan thae Alr orce
w0l its U-Z4 aircraf: lmora wmodern than the Air TForce's
CoMekts, so o tnat ;;cy coutd move Tho best eguipment avail-
ano Tom thoir Cuban overdiipghi wissions. 25X1
25X1
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b. Coincidental witih the Cuuaa missile crisis,

ho Chinese Communists bepan to make excursions into

Indian tervi 'oLy along tholir adjoining boxrdcer. The
TOHALTST Bdwards detachment was alerted lor posmible \,W{X“JT

- paotographic covc“xﬁo of that aren in Cotober 1962,

25X1 Lt owas < doployed | in Novewvor, and flew its (irst-

R R) . AR

i

covert overhead photTogrTap mission of the Sino-Indian
Bovrder in early Decembver

c. IEssentially the sawme parallel changes ol rccon=-
ol issance rol os occurred in So~t cast Asia. DProject
‘AL*ST performed the initial covert overilight recon-
sance of that arcea until overt mil' taxry actions were
Uum. The SAC U-2 Wing was then assigned the overt
sconnaissance task of photographing the military'’'s
targets. The Agency once again assisted uhe Air Force
in this arca by the loan-of two of 1ts U-2's when the
hostile threat became too much for the 1e,s sophisticated
Air Force (-2 L
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5. DISCUSSION:

. ince the end of the Cuban missile crisis of 19¢&2,
reauirement for photographilc coverage of Cuba has

ced by USIB and COMOR (under **nod portions of
solment I and II) from the pure tactic role to
sually the same strat ic role that w S De“¢ormed by
Agency prior to tihc risis. When the Agency Ireassumes
Cuban oveirhead ohotoglﬂahi rocoan 1bsanco task, the
Yorce would redirec their U-2 assets, .now held "back
the Cuban OVleLl“btb toward their Vietnam roconnals-
S '.l.'uuu.l.l‘umunl,u. .
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. The roturn of the Cubin ~oconnaissance mission to
e Acency will not, &s far as Cuba is concerncd, upsct
the status quo. mho U.8. Government's position on Cuban
reeonnLissance as stated in Attachment I 1s that of
naenonstrating the principlec as well as the f%ct of o
U.S. rcconnaissance prescuce cver the Island. Use of
an Agency U-2 ovcr Cuba maintains this pOb%thn. Aqgi—
tionally, were the U. g, /Cuba situation to improve, it
would he politically more practicable to explain an Agency
171-2 over Cuba rather than a military reconnaissance air-
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PONAGLESANCe OUSLNLLATIONS usScl CC Cnc

: onanilities, i.c., the SAC U-2's In

© itary elfforis Ln Vietnan, and the

Amoncey s T-2's in support ol Tho covert and sTtrategic recon- ,

shismonce of Sahan i?:g“*S. “n o nddition to the Cuban targets

Tho Auvcncey's U-Zt's would convinue U bhe reasponszive to any

otnc continsency requiring covert overnead photographic
aconnaLestnce in the Western Kbm*spher~ {(Central oxr South

Am:r;ca) 2s well as any place else in the worid.

N TN TN A ~NY .
7. LIROCIIENTSATION::

amend the DCI anproach Mr. MceNamara and/or tho

a this subiect and solicit theilr concurrence
gunption ol the over rnead photographic reconnais-
n targets. ' -

CARL =. DUCKETT
Acting Deputy Director
o2
IOoxX :
Science and Tecanolog

' - 25X1
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USin T)--h. 11/375
: (CCLUIR-1D-24/203)
P10 J\ﬁnuary LYo
: Limited Disiriﬁbution

I

UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE  BOAXRD

v

R THE UNIJ ED TATES IN"""_"’.LLIGEVCE BOARD

i

MEMORANDUM FO

3
- SUBJECT i Overhead Photographic Reconaas Eanc ; of Cuba
: : ' : .".
WKISITISRINCE CUSID-D-4L, 14/205 (COMOR-D-24/178),
: o 27 Novembar 1964 ‘ L

y »

1, The attached memorandum from the C‘xalrman. 'C}ommiutc'é on

‘head Reconnaissance , (COMOR), on the uubJCCL is subraitted for

25X1

(3 con “d&.r...txovx of the rccomme*mauons m pa.ragrauh 4, of

memorandum. .
A . .
L {
USIB Action Requested ' .
2. Board Members arc requniicd to advise the Secretariat not
1
lazer than 1200, 13 January 1967, of their concurrence in or other v.cws

on the COMOR recommendations in para. 4. of the attached.

\
JAMIS S, LAY,/ZJ’J/-R. '
A}
LExccutive Sceretaty
Attachrnents | ‘ R T

GROUP

, ' C | EBacludad from avtomolis
downgrading uad

. dreelovification
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MINO L\A\DbM TOR: United States Intclligence Boand - S . v
L s T e o I L ] . ) a & ‘ . .
SUSsaCL : Overhcad Photographic Recoanaissance of Cuba.
- AA AR 1Y AN YA s . : I ot . .
.{,.J:‘u? LNCED USIB=-D-41,14/205 {(COMOR-D-24/178),
27 November 19064 A :
~ ’.
e The United States rcomrcmcnt for GLASS, LAI\/’P rccon— ’,
“...-L‘]‘.hT‘:i.}?.\:9._9?_9“3:1)";“}‘:‘5 still stron 1y.1nu\'3.<,*1cccx by our experience rc,latm '
vo the missile crisis of l‘/(ﬂ D\nm that crisis cmd r.xmmodmu,} L‘no..m-- .
aiter, we maintained a very hlgh level of .Julvmllzmc_c* of Cuba _to 1nsurc :

P VIR e KIS bbbl Y

LAl o.w.x\uv\., we apons h'xo been wd,hd awn a.md to :nahlml'/,e assurance . "

as P 5

ahat \.u\_\/ \vovhx Aoi. be 1'0111»1 oduc\,d ‘Measurcs were also Lakcnby the

-

Ly o e g s

Tgommunity to increcas pl‘Ob-lblLlLlCS of a tipolf concerning |
sointroduction of olfensive weapons by an increascd COMI\I effort,.
{hevcascd surveillance of Soviet shipping, and other means

bu“den causbu by the high 1evel 01 recon-

R .

[ e PPN S

nce Lhau there “was a rfooc.

szissance and

Thance that we "u*1*ﬁ~t~é~1i:t‘u_6‘ reintr ro‘ctc e
Silensive weapons tnroug’n some other i \ueulgc_ c«: 99__ _39—5_19_'_;‘_2391\,“1.,_ the
03575 on 23 November 1 ":4'f(_s’e__q‘_;‘q_;:g_::é::ﬂ:;é‘, Yeduced the requirement 10X
C*\Sglﬁ\do,"over ge to call for the acquisition of photography of appro

of Cubar land mass each 28 days., The reguiremen

J R ekt

sions ;lown to acquire this coverage should be
the coverage perl od to provide a form of time=-sampling,
age. Fulfillr'nem { this requirement has been influ-

.er and other operatio'nal problems. There has been substan=
: ace Guring all of the 28-day periods, but during’ thrce pericss net
coverage dropped well telow the indicat d ruq,\rrcmeﬁt. No maj_r intelli=-
se however as a rosult of these shortialls. N '

s 5 1t is concluded that: _ ‘

o Thcrc is need fox. continuod GLASS. LAMP  °
svwirveilinnge of Guba in support. of valid U.S.. inteiligence

voedy o ._‘rL‘CCIA}"LL(' and, Lzmcly informa ion _on.the possible

¢ '
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S0G Co-m.,.\‘l ol ..:1'odnct:n'.o:j.. of strategic offensive. weapons on G
. . 4 e R TS YPNA- :

v n‘lt‘, i‘x‘;i‘\i‘n

ey 1 - . . N N
‘ Leriodic coverage is also raqg uired in support

\.vd\r)m cnt of

IMe Ope 1honn .mﬂ Lo _detect :};‘j.y___

an o ..omy \.Lwﬂnluy to attagk An he, Gp_:_ anamne arca and to -

9\/1(1(: an ageurate means for assessi
ol _conventional ’nllltary orces on tne_island

b. The lmporuancc of continucd CLASS LAM* gur -

seee cwmendos Doan e e e - e miem s

ve 1‘mec of puba is stressed as a means of deraonsir rating the

T Ameminea Pre . -

]) *i 1*)1«., as WC

t, oL a nuaw uncc ..

R . ....-M

e

“‘pr\ sence! ovcr ‘the island, T -*‘mznauon of .Juch YCCOBNG.45ancCe

iy - v .o-nr< S i - B

‘would ‘mvly a maJor'sme in U.S. national policy with. fcgaro to

\,uoa and would make cxt.rcmc ly . di ficult the reinstatement. of
Taireralt bl"‘V(,lllCLnCC in the Lu»urc.

...... - vy PRI N

c. It .appears ¢ m current USIB requirements for
photographic cove 1“?“89,,,.9f...c..\.~.b.:\.4( cc reference) are mEre sirin-
gent than th,,c___s_i'tua_tigAx,l._g‘..;c_q_x._l_i_gj_c,;s_,», This conclusion stems primarily

rom interpretation of National Intclligence Estimates rclating to
probamlity of reintroduction of offensive weapaas into Cuba.
or {actors such as the redundancy of photographic coverage
of the present clloxrt have been carvciully weighed and examined,

o
nnaissance of Cuba: .
a. = Coverage of approximately 90 per cent of t7e

territory of Cuba every 56 days with the stipul ation that missions

be scheduled to permit periodic sampling in each of the COMOR
' ories every two weceks, with reasonably ‘,ompwt»
all targets every 50 days.

Y

A quick=-reaction capability, ‘reported by DIA as an
bicctive of the '“'CQ be rnaintained for high- and low-lcvel *o"xo..o—
£ Cuba to confirm information from any sourc

g age
" that suggests developmyms inimical to the U ited States are tal mw

P}ace. - o | y - . 25X1

. Chairmoan
4 ' ‘Coraraittee on Overh ca.c. ;\bconnmssa nce

.
.

' 3
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ommended that the Board approve the following program
o
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Attachment II
| | 25X1

O
&
tJ
»

TIISTY DR oy e
USID Requiremeoent

' i, © There are 177 targets in Cuba programmed for coverage oy
overhead photography. = : ‘ ..

i ’ .

2. .On 25 November, 1964% the Board approved, the reguirement
F verhcad photography of Cuba to.coverage of about 90 per cecnt of the '
tervivory with intexpretable photogzaphy at least once every four weeks
specifying that missions be flown on a random basis. On 13 January 1967
the Doaxd approved modification of tho rcquirement, Coverape of about
GQ pex cent of the torritory is now stretched to 56 days. Missions arc to
be scheduled to pexmit-periodic sampling in cach targst category cvery
two waeeks, with rcasonably complcte coverage of all vargets . very ,5{: days.

e}
v
')

S

. . ' ' ' .
In addition to U=-2 coverage, Cuba is programmed as

Priovity 8 fox J coverage.

Authority for Reconnaissance

On 30 December 1966 the 303 Committee approved six to

cight U-2 (GLASS LAMP) sortics for January 1967

——.—-——-—--—-—-—-—————-——-——-

LTI T 705 (COMOR-D-24/178), 27 Novembexz 1964

[ R i
bgr3.De4l. 14/305 (COMOR=D=24/203), 10 January 1967 -
al

: . 25X 1
‘ - | 25X1
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